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LETTERS OF BEILBY PORTEUS AND JOHN BLAIR 
RELATIVE TO THE BRAFFERTON ESTATE. 

(From the Dawson Papers, Library of Congress.) 

London, March 18, 1758. 
Dear Sir. 

You will before this have reed, a Letter from me & another from 
your Son, desiring your assistance in procuring an appointment 
to the Stewardship of Brafferton in Yorkshire (now vacant by 
my Fathers Resignation) for my Brother-in-Law Mr. Edward 
Thompson of Helperby in the same County did not then, for 
want of time & proper information, explain to you the particular 
reasons of this request, nor the perplexity which has been thrown 
upon the affair by indiscretion on the one hand & artifice on the 
other. But being now at London, where I have endeavourd by 
the opportunities & lights afforded me to make myself perfect 
master of the Subject, I shall lay before you what I have been 
able to learn in relation to it, divesting myself entirely of all par- 
tiality & private attachments give you what I really think to be the 
true and real State of the Case. 

The Estate at Brafferton in Yorkshire belongs as you know to 
the College in Virginia. My Pather has had the care of it for 
many years ; A Trust, which he had executed with so much fidelity 
& honour, that the College gave him the liberty of appointing his 
Successor after his Death or resignation. This was found out by one 
Hind an attorney at Eipon in Yorkshire, whom my Father un- 
luckily employ'd in Law-Affairs, & lately too as Steward of the 
Manor-Courts which are held at Brafferton. This man, as I said 
having found out that my Pather had the power of naming his 
Successor, & observing that age & Infirmity now grew upon him 
so fast that he must quickly be incapable of going through the 
Trouble of the Stewardship ; found means to draw from my Father 
a recommendation of him to Mr. Hanbury who is Agent for the 
College, as a proper person to be the Steward of Brafferton. The 
word Steward is an ambiguous term, & my Father says he only 
meant to recommend him as Steward of the Courts, & not of the 
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Estate. That is to have him continued Steward of the Courts 
even after my Father had resigned the Stewardship of the Estate 
to another. However that may be, the words will fairly bear an 
interpretation favourable to Mr. Hind's pretensions & therefore I 
lay no stress on this plea. I am rather apt to think that my Father 
either does not remember what he wrote or what he intended, or 
that he did not at the time consider what he was doing. And I 
am the more inclined to this opinion, because the Letter recom- 
mending Hind (The original of which is in Mr. Hanbury's pos- 
session which I have seen) is wrote by Mr. Hind's own hand, & 
only sign'd by my Father, whose faculties are now so much im- 
pair'd by Age & infirmity, that I am not much surpriz'd at his 
being prevaiJd on by a plausible designing Man to set his Name 
without much deliberation to that paper. A Copy of this Letter 
Mr. Hanbury has transmitted to the College, & you will there 
see that My Father mentions Hind (or rather Hind mentions 
himself) as a person of Integrity & proper for the Stewardship. 
I do believe that Hind had by little Services & great obsequious- 
ness insinuated himself into my Father's good graces. But what- 
ever his Opinion might then be, whether well or ill-grounded, he 
lias since had the utmost reason to alter it. Mr. Hind upon this 
recommendation procur'd from Mr. Hanbury an appointment to 
the Stewardship, & prevailed upon my Father to resign the Ste- 
wardship, reserving to him the Salary for Life which he forsaw 
must bo a very short time. No sooner were the Papers deliver'd 
up to him, than lie began to act in the most arbitrary Tyrannical 
manner, gave notice to some of the best Tenants to leave their 
Farms, appointed the rect. Day a month sooner than it us'd to be, 
& Troubhd Mr. Thompson my Brother in Law whose House is 
contiguous to Brafferton, in so outrageous a manner that if his 
Injuries are continued, Mr. Thompson will be oblig'd to quit the 
place. My Father upon this wrote to Mr. Hanbury, who 
desir'd him to resume the Stewardship till an appoint- 
ment came from the College; But Hind refus'd to give up 
the Papers, & continues to act as Steward. It is there- 
fore now my Father's most earnest request, that the College will 
displace Mr. Hind, & appoint Mr. Edward Thompson of Helper!) v 
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in the County of York, Gentleman, to be Steward of the Estate 
<fc Manor of Brafferton. To which request he is not induc'd by 
views of interest (for Hind had reserv'd to him the Salary for 
Life). But because he is now convinc'd (what every body be- 
side himself was convinc'd of long ago) that Mr. Hind is a most 
improper man to have the management of the Estate, & that Mr. 
Thompson is every way perfectly qualified for that Trust. To 
convince you of this I will only give you a short sketch of the 
characters of these two Gentlemen, & leave you to draw the In- 
ference. Were I to repeat to you every thing that I have heard in 
regard to Hind, you would not hesitate a moment in your opinion, 
but as I would always wish to be of the charitable side, even when 
it makes against myself; I will only observe to you, that in gen- 
eral it seems very imprudent to commit the care of Estates, whose 
owners are at a Distance, to attorneys, especially to an artfull, 
self-interested, litigious attorney, which I do assure you is speak- 
ing of H~d in the softest terms. His Sole Aim seems the amass- 
ing of money which has involv'd him in continual Lawsuits that 
have not added any reputation to his Character. Mr. Thompson 
is a Gentleman of 3 or 400 £ a year, who has no profession or priv- 
ate End to serve, lives contiguous to Brafferton, is remarkable for 
the strictest Integrity & Honour & does not desire the Stewardship 
for the profits of it, which are very inconsiderable, but merely 
to preserve himself from the Trouble of so injurious a Neighbour 
as Hind, or of any other Person, who may endeavour to disturb 
him in his retirement. 

Upon the whole I see some infirmity & indiscretion on the side 
of my Father, but much Art & cunning on the side of Mr. Hind ; 
And you will, I dare say, agree with me in thinking that a Fault 
in the Head, especially in an aged Head, is much more pardon- 
able than a fault in the Heart; But supposing that nothing of 
this had happen'd & that Hind was now actually Steward of the 
Estate, I should out of regard to the College (supposing the Per- 
sons indifferent to me) desire to have the Estate entrusted in 
other hands. I would not for the sake of the nearest relation I 
have in the World, either do myself or desire you to do a wrong 
or ungenerous thing; but abstracting from all private attach- 
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ments & Family considerations, I do protest to you upon the 
word of a Gentleman & a Clergyman, that in recommending Mr. 
Thompson & excluding Mr. Hind you will do the greatest piece 
of Service that can be done to the College. The value of the 
thing is trifling, not above 20 £ a year, but what makes me so 
earnest in it is that Mr. Hind by being Steward of the Estate & 
Manor of Brafferton has it in his Power (& he never wants the 
inclination) to plague & disturb Mr. Thompson in a thousand 
instances, & as this has happen'd by the inadvertence of my Father 
it may possibly create some uneasiness in the Family, wch would 
give me the utmost concern. The College may perhaps think that 
Mr. Thompson when he has got the Stewardship into his hands 
may out of Eevenge Plague Hind, as Hind has done him. But 
this cannot be the case, because Mr. Hind lives at a Distance, 8 
or 9 miles, from Brafferton, so that the Stewardship of that Estate, 
let it be in whose Hands it will, can never affect him, whereas 
Mr. Thompson is upon the Spot, & exposed to innumerable incon- 
veniences from any Steward of Brafferton that chuses to be trouble- 
some. However as the removal of Hind is the most essential Point 
both in regard to the Quiet of Mr. Thompson, & the interest of 
the College. If the College think proper to appoint in his Boom 
any other Person, rather than Mr. Thompson (though I declare 
eolemnelly I know none more proper) I would beg leave to recom- 
mend to them My Brother Mr. Edward Porteus of York, who is 
desirous of it in case Mr. Thompson should resign or die; or for 
the reason above suggested be thought improper by the College. 
I only mention this to you in private, wch you need not take any 
notice of, unless that objection to Mr. Thompson (which as I 
have shewn is really none at all) should be started by the College. 
I must desire that if Mr. Thompson be appointed or whoever is 
appointed in the room of Hind it may be done in the most cau- 
tious manner; For if Hind can possibly find out any Flaw in 
the appointment by all quirks and cavils of the Law he will do 
it. I suppose they know the Form of appointing a Steward or 
receiver of the Estate; it must be I apprehend conceiv'd in some 
such words as these, that they do constitute & appoint Edward 
Thorrnsnn of Helnerhv in the Countv of York 
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ward, Keeeiver of the Bents & entire manager of the Estate at 
Brafferton in the said County; at the same time utterly exclud- 
ing William Hind attorney at Law of Bipon in the County of 
York from any share in the management of it or receiving the 
Bents thereof: — 

As I look upon you to be our principal Friend in managing this 
affair, I have chose to explain the whole case to you at large, in 
order to give you a thorough knowledge of the Subject. You will 
not however communicate to others any more of the contents of 
this Letter than is absolutely necessary to assure the success of our 
negotiation. Particularly what I have said in regard to Hind's 
character (though I am sincerely persuaded of the Truth of that 
& much more) yet I should be unwilling to prejudice him in the 
opinion of others, as my desire is not to do harm to him, but to 
prevent him from doing harm to others. Add to this, that as he 
is the most litigious man upon Earth, if he could prove that I 
had said any thing derogatory to his reputation (However true 
it may be, or however fully I could prove it) yet he might have 
it in his Power to give me a good deal of Trouble & bring me 
into disputes wholly opposite to my Temper & manner of Life. 
I must desire therefore that He or His Friends (if he has any in 
the province) may never have an oppertunity of getting this 
Letter or a Copy of it into their possession, or of taking any ad- 
vantage from it against me. 

You will excuse me for being thus prolix in regard to an affair 
which I confess I have much at heart, & which I most earnestly 
desire you to promote with all your credit & authority. I have 
just room to add a word or two in relation to your Son. I have 
acquainted your Son with your desire that he should spend an- 
other year in College, in which he very readily acquiesc'd, & will 
I dare say stay in it with more pleasure than many leave it. If 
he had happen'd to come at this time, I could have taken him as 
my own pupil, the engagements, which prevented me at first being 
now at an end, & all my old Pupils on the Point of going, after 
staying with me three years. I am therefore now at Liberty to 
take any of your particular Friends that you would wish to hav<; 
under the care of an acquaintance. Mr. Nelson's Son will shortly 
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come to our College under my care. You will not however have 
the least reason to lament that your Son was admitted under Mr. 
Barker, who, I must say, has executed his Trust with the utmost 
entegrity and Honour. This will come to you by Mr. Ambler, to 
whom I refer you for further particulars, He knows Mr. Thomp- 
son & the whole state of the case, & will confirm to you every 
syllable I have said. 

I am Dear Sir, most Sincerely & affectionately 
Yours B. Porteus. 1 



Wmsburg 25th June 1760. 
Dear Sir; 

I have perused all the Papers relative to the Brafferton Affair 
with as much Care and Attention as their Prolixity and Dullness 
would admit of: And I cannot but think upon the whole that 
not only Thompson the present Steward but his Predecessors too 
have customarily made greater advantages of that office, than 
they would have openly appear. Messrs Hanbury, I find, wrote 
Mr. Porteus that he thought he ought to render an Acct. of what 
his Father, R. Porteus, had rec'd & did not acct. for in his Life 
Time, he accordingly renders an acct. acknowledges a small Bala. 
due, & at the same Time mentions some other Profits his Father 
had reed, from the Wood &e, which he looked upon as Part of 
his usual Perquisites, and therefor had not accounted for, but of 
wch (if insisted on) he would make an Acct. This would make 
it perhaps worth while to consider, whether it would not be as 



i Beilby Porteus was born at York, England, May 8, 1731, the young- 
est but one of the nineteen children of Robert Porteus of New Bottle, 
Gloucester County, Virginia. His father and mother were natives of 
Virginia. His mother was the daughter of Edmund Jenning». The 
father left Virginia for England in 1720, and settled at York, Beilby 
Porteus became bishop of London in 1787. After the Revolution, 
through the influence of Beilby Porteus, the College of William and 
to the religious education of the negroes in the West Indies. There 
may have been some personal reason for this action. See the note on 
the Porteus family in the William and Maey Quarterly, volume 
3, pages 38, 39. 
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[illegible] with their Deputy for a certain Sum (suppose more 
than has hitherto been allowed) and take from him all Per- 
quisites whatever, as there is no Possibility of knowing how much 
they make under that secret Article. I must believe it to be very 
considerable, since the two Competitors for the office are one of 
'em a Gentleman of Fortune and in that Eespect [illegible] to 
the Approbation of Messrs. Hanbury by his Friends, & the other 
an attorney at Law. Now, can it be thought that a Gentn. of 
considerable Fortune, or an Attr. who generally knows how to 
employ his Time pretty advantageously in the Law-Way, would 
make such busy Interest for an office of twenty Pounds per year, 
which I find is their allowed Salary? There are other circum- 
stances (which it is not worth while to mention) that corroborate 
this Suspicion. As this then is the Case, I cannot esteem it in- 
consistant either with Justice or Honor to give that Power to 
Messrs Hanbury they desire. As to the appointing of a Deputy 
(who they desire may be nominated by the P. M™). 1 I cannot 
from the Letters I have seen, conceive that either of the Persons 
who have been tried are proper for that Trust. I observe that 
young Mr. Porteus (now the Eevd) applies to Messrs Hanbury 
in case of another Vacancy to be appointed himself (he was then 
soliciting for his Father in Opposition to Hinds) I don't know 
whether he may not since that Time have procured a Benefice, 
& if so whether it may not have removed him too far from the 
Brafferton Estate to be a fit Manager of it; otherwise from the 
small Acquaintance I had with him, I should suppose him from his 
Activity and Probity to be a very proper person unless his Pro- 
fession may be thought inconsistent, but of that the Gentn. of 
the College are better Judges. But I don't know whether after 
all it wd. not be as good a Way as any to leave the Deputation in- 
tirely to Messrs. Hanbury; As they are on the Spot, they have a 
better oppertunity of knowing the most eligible Person. As to the 
calling the late Stewards to a strict Acct. Messrs. Hanbury must 
be the best Judges, as that will depend upon the Proof that can 
be made of their Mai-Administration : The Information of Jack- 



iPresident and Masters. 
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•on is very strong if he would stand to what he says. This man 
is turned out of his Farm for no other Eeason I believe than his 
having given Messrs Hanbury Intelligence of what no honest man 
could have suppressed, & that too under a Promise on their Part 
that he should lose nothing by it: for wch Eeason I think he 
ought to have Eestitution. There are some Complts. agst. him, 
but the Accusers seem to be the Partizans of Thompson intirely; 
an indifferent Person speaks well of him. I have been this Week 
under Engagement to go this Day to Mr. Cary & from thence 
to Gloster Court tomorrow & so up to Mr. Braxton's where I must 
be two Days afterwards to attend a Survey for Mr. Braxton on a 
disputed Title of his for wch Eeason I hope my Attendance on the 
Meeting tomorrow may be dispensed with, as I take the Liberty of 
sending to you such Papers as I judge may be wanted : I am yr. 
most hble Serv't 

J Blair junr. 



